Ta” 


8 4 
* 
' be 


Fo . f W Xx. xo . 7 . 


; a Fc WY 7 | 2 I: ME . 
ch | = by 
* rs Fd 4 ite o 8 oY 
GE THe, 5 a EN: OY RH” 4 


» 

„ . 
ns 

** * & # 

"% 9 


3 


* 


* 


„ 
22 
4 
N PR 


* 


4 


- 
T%YY; 


- 
4 


1 
$ 
= 


2% 
453% 3 L's 


» 


3 


- 


1 


mY 4 
„ 


1 


98 


2 
— 
— 


8 n 10 
8 bv, 5 $4. 
3 


" 6. * 


- a > 2 2 wy 
2 1 


A 12 EY 8 5 5 
ucceed, and will put none up- 


on the Reader; but tell him plainly, that I think it could 

= never be more ſeaſonable than now, to lay down ſuch Rules, i | 
* 1 7 ( 
sand judge more diſcreetly : But Horace muſt be read ſeriouſly, ( 
or not at al, for elſe the Reader ont be the better for him, ! 
and I ſhall ba be loft my | 

could, batb to the Meanihip, and ibe 

_— N ing but what I believe he ould forgive, if be 

: were al be; and I have of | eſti I 
Laue thus u a Field, ; 


Per quem Magnus Equos Arunci flexit Alumnus. 
But with all the reſpe# due to the Name of Ben Johnſon, 
to which no Man pays more Veneration than I, it cannot be 
deny d, that the conſtraint of Rhyme, and a litteral Tranſla- 
tion, c to which Horace in tba Book declares bimſelf an Ene- 
my) bas made him want a Comment in many Places. 5 
My chief Care has been to write intelligibly, and where the 
Latin war obſcare, I have added à Line or two to eæplain ir. 
Jam below the Envy of the Criticks, but if I durſt, I would, 
beg them to remember,*hat Horace o bis Favour and 
hu Fortune to the Character given of bim by Virgil and 
Varius, that Fundanius & Pollio are ftill valued by what © 
Horace-ſays of them, and that in their Golden Ape, there 
was a good Underſtanding among the Ingenious, and thoſe who 
| were the moſt eſteem'd, the beſt Natur l. 
* ni F . 84 
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TJ! i in a picture 0 Piſs) you ſhould ſee. 
1 A handſome Woman with #Fiſhes Tall, 


Or a Man's Head upon a Horſe's Neck, 7801 or; 
Or Limbs of Beaſts of the moſt different Kinds Dit, 


Cover'd with Feathers of all ſorts of Birds, 


Wou'd you not laugh, and think the * 


Truſt me, that Book is as ridiculous, 
Whole incoherent Stile (like ſick Mens Dreams) 
Varies all Shapes, and mixes all Extreams. 


Painters and Poets have been ſtill allow? 


Their Pencils, and their Fancies nah" d. 
This Priviledge we freely give and take 
But Nature, and the Common Laws of Mm | 


Forbid to reconcile Antipat bies, 
Or make a Snake engender with a Dove, 


And hungry Tygers court the tender 8 
Some that at firſt have promis d mighty things, 


Applaud themſelves when a few florid Lines 


Shine through the in ſipid Dulneſs of the reſt: 
Here they deſcribe a Temple, or a Wood, 


Or a that through « cligh tful Medows run; ö 
e 


And there the Rainbow, or the rapid Rhine; 
But they miſplace them all, and croud them i in, 
And are as much to ſeek in other things, 
as he that only can deſign a Tree, Pt 
Would be to draw. a Shipwreck,” or a Storm "IR 
When you begin with ſo much Pompand Show, 
50 is the Endo little and fo low ? © 

he Bo you will, ſo you be ſtill the fame. |} 
* Poets fall into the grofleſt Faults, 
Deluded by a ſeeming Excellence 
By e to = ſhorr, 808 grow obſcure; | 
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And when they would write ſmoothly, .they want 


= Their Spirits ſink; while others; that affeet 
A lofty Stile, ſwell to a Tympanyz; ß 
Some timerous VVretches ſtarr at every blaſt. 
And tearing Tempeſt, dare not leave the Shore; 
Others in Love wich ma 11 
Draw Boars in V Vaves, and Dolphins in a V Vood. 
Thus fear of Erring, join'd with want of Skill, 
Ea moſt certain way of Erring ſtill. © 
The meaneſt V Vorkman inthe AÆmilian Square, 
May grave the Nails, or imitate the Hair. 
But cannot finiſh what he hath begun; 
VVhat is there more ridiculous than he? 
For one or two good Features in a Face, 
VVhere all the reſt are ſcandaloufly ill, 
Make it but more remarkably deform'd. 
Let Poets match their Subject to their Strength, 
And often try what V Veight they can 1 8 
ar, Di 
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| 34 
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And what their Shoulders are too weak to 
Alter a ſerious and judicious Choice, 

Method and Eloquence will never fail; 

As well the Force as Ornament of Verſe, 
Oonſiſts in chooſing a ſit time for things, 

And knowing when a Muſe ſhould be indulg dd 
In her full Flight, and when ſhe ſhould be curb d. 
VVords muſt be choſen, and be placd with Skill, 
You gain your Point, if your induſtrious rt 19 
Can make unuſual VVords eaſie and plain; 
But (if you write of things abſtruſe or new) - _ 
Some of your own inventing may be usd, 

(So it be ſeldom and difcreetly done)  _*/ 
| Bur he that hopes to have new VVordsallow'd, 
VMiuſt ſo derĩve them from the Gracian Spring, 

5 As they may ſeem to flow without Conſtraint. 
Can an impartial Reader diſcommend 
In Varus, or in Virgil, what he likes? 
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N PM Later ON Crab; ved Mn 
. Beenvy'd for the lirele [ invent, 
VVhen Ennive and Card copious Ste: 
Have ſo enrich d, and fo d aur ente 2 
Men ever had, and ever will have leave, 
To coin new Words well fuited to the Ap 
Words arelike Leaves; ſome wither ey yo, 
And every year a younger Race ſucceeds, 
Death is a Tribute all tHiugs owe ro Fate; 
The Lucrine MoR(Czſar's ftupendous W 
P rotects our Navies from the raging North; 
And ( ſince Cet beg draimd the Porrin Lale) 
VVe Plow and Reap where former Ages rw . 
See how the Tyber Whoſe licemious VVaves. 
So often overflow'dthe peigbourinig Fields, 
Nov runs a Tmoothand By ol Courſe, 
_ Coatind'd by or great Emperor's 5 9 
Vet this and they atid all will be forgot; 


5 Cl 24 


VVhy then ſhould VVords challenge "WY 1 


V'Vhen greateſt Men, and greateſt Actions die? . 
Uſe may revive the obſoleteſt VVords, : 


And baniſh thoſe that now att moſt in Vog 6e: big Un, 3 N 


Uſe is the judge, the Law, and Rule of Seed. 
. Homer firit tau Ke the VVorld in Epick Verde. 
(To write of great Commanders, and of King,” 
Elegies were at firſt delign'd for Grief, 
| Though now we uſe them to expreſs our Joy * 


But to whoſe Muſe we owe that ſorc of * 85 „ 


Is undecided by the Men of Skill. 

Rage with lambicks, arm d Hvehilocus © 3 

Numbers for Dialogue and Action fit. 

And Favourites of the Dramatick MuſG. 

Fierce, Lofty, Rapid, whoſe commanding Sound 
Awes the ee Noifes of the x 


And whoſe peculiar. Provinee is the Stage. 


Gods, Heroes, e Olympick Crowns, 
Love's pleaſing Cares, and the free © Joys of VVine, 
Are ve — for the hs ug. 
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ij F, ho i is he Hoher ith a Peers Name, 
1 Vo neither knows, wa would obſerve a Rule: 85 1 50 


| F And chuſes to be ignoxatit and proud, l 
KRather than own his Ignorance and learn. 00 7 
Let every thing have its due Place and Time 1973 1014 


| Forget their ſwelling, an 89 Works...) bn 
Hie that would have Spectators ſhare his Grief, + 70 


And raiſe Mens Pallio 
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A Cemick Subject loves an humble Verſe. 50 h U 


Thyeſtes ſcorhs a low. and Comick Stile: eb I 


W_- Yer Comedy ſometimes may raiſe her 'oice, 3499 h, 


And Chremes be allow d NL foam and. rail: ne 
Tragedians too, lay by t eir * to grieve : JN af, i 
Peleus and Telephus £xil da 


* 
a 


Muſt write not onlj Well, but movingl / * 
to what heig . he will; 'T 0 
„ as we ſee others do, 1 v. A 


VVe VVeep and Laug 1 
„who ſhews the E ban t. 


He only makes me fa 


And firſt is ſac itſelf, then ( Tekpbes ). 11 * 
| I feel the VVeight of your r e 
| 0 fancy all your Miſeries: my own 37. 8 441 v 
But if Four act the ill, I ſleep or laugh: 1 
Your looks muſt needs alter, : as your Subject doc. 6 bo 


* From kind to firce, from wanton toleyere, Tode a. | 
| For Nature forms, and ſoftens reed : 


+ 


And writes our Fortuns Changes in our ace. 2217 65 = 


Pleaſure enchants, i impetuous | agetranſports, 


And Grief dejects, Ann hy the tortur d Soul, . 


And theſe are ill interpreted — 
But he whoſe V Vords and IF dilagree, 
Abſurd, unpitied, grows a publick Jeſt. 

* Obſerve the Char 5 


Or one whoſe Blood boils in his youthful Veins, 
Or a grave Matron, or a buſie Nurſe, - 


| Exqanting Merchants, careful den en, n B 
Argives, or Tbebens, Altan, or Greeks, By 13 7100 
Follow Report, or "feign coherent things, N : 4g 2 Won 
* e * as . . 4 
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ers of thoſe that ſpeak, : I 5 
VVhether an honeſt Servant, or a Cheat, * 
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Impatient, raſh; inenatable, on: ET by ' 1 11" 
Scorning all Judges, and all Law 5 Arme: *\ 11.3} +1 > 
Medæa muſt be all Revenge and Blood, |: 244. 
In all Tears, I=ion all Decei ;; 425 1 „* 
Jo muſt wander; and Oreftes mourrnmn˖ 1, 
If your bold Mufe dare tread unbeaten Paths. 4110 

And bring new Characters upon the Stage, 71 


= ſure you keep them up to their firſt Height, 33 

New Subjedts Are not eaſily explan'd;. : :f 5 2% 
And you had better chuſea well-knowntheam, 4+} 3517 A, _ 
Than truſt to an Javention of your Wwe! FC 
For what originally others w ritt. 1 
May be ſo well diſguis d, and fo-im vid, 


That with ſome Juitice ĩt may paſs for yours: 3.61 25 
But then you muſt not copy er things, 7 
Nor Word for Word too fait ant gh canſtare, | 
Nor (as ſome ſervile Imitators ; | 


Preſcribe at firſt ſuch ſtrict uneaſy Rats R bie il 
As they muſt ever ſlaviſhly opſerves õ¾ 1 
Or all the Laws of Decency renowned tc | 1 
Begin not as thi old Poetaſter did, 2 WET, 
( Troy's famous War, and Priam's Fate, Z ng *. Fr 
In what will all this Oſtentation end? : 
The labouring Mountain ſcarce brings forth a leute; 
How far is this from the Meonian Stilee? 

Muſe, ſpeak the Man, who fince the Siege of Troy, 

So many Towns, ſuch change of Manners ſaw.  _  _' 
One with a Flaſh begins, ard ends in Smoa c 2 
The other out of Smoak, brings glorious light, 

And (without raiſing Expectation Wo” 

Surprizes us with dar 1 5 85 
The bloody Leftrygor's inhuman Feaſt 1 1 wat 
With all the Monſters of the Land wy) Seas PR SP 
How Seylla bark*d, and Polyphemas roar d: 1 9 1 
He dot h not trouble us with Leda's Eggs, : ans 
When he begins to write the Tren Wars, | 125 Les, 
Nor writing the Return of Diomed;:. 5 
Gy back a5 x axMeeagers Feth. ie 208 lich 


- — 


7 is 1. each „ Line 
: {bly e n us wich the Plot; 
ie chooſes only what he can umprove, 1 
- And Truth — Fiction are ſo aptl mix d. I 

That al! ſeems uniform, and of a Piece. 

No hear what every Auditor expects; 5 * 2 
1 you intend that he ſhould ſtay to hear r 
The Epilogue, and ſee the ae fall, 1 
© Mind how our Tempers alter with our Nears, 57 
And by thoſe Rules, from all your bara: 5 
One that hath newly learn d to ſpeak and go. 
Loves childiſn Plays, is ſoon provok d and pleasd, 

| | * 1 And c ganges ever Hour his wavering Mind. 1 * 
AL Youth that firſt caſts off his Tutor's Yoke, 
loves Horſes, Hounds, and Sports, and Exerciſe, 17 5 
Prone to all Vice, impatient of Reprooſ, ol 
Proud, Careleſs, Fond, Inconftanr, and! Profuſe. - | 


SS 


Gain and Ambition role our riper Years, 72 20 10 
And make us Slaves to Intereſt and Power. tors 7K 
Old Men are ontywalking Hofpirals, 1 Ul 10 ; 
Where all Defects, and all Diſeaſes croud tant 
With reſtleſs Pain, and more tormenting Fear, 701. 

Lazy, Moroſe, full of Delays and Hopes. ; ril 
Oppreſt with Riches, which they dare not uſes) 3071 271 1 
III natur d Cenſors of the preſent Age, NA we 


And fond of all the Follies ofthepaſhs!. ig) bo), 
if = ' © Thus all the Treaſures of our flowing Years exe de 
"1 Our Ebb of Life for ever takes away. 0 
Boys muſt not have the ambitious Care of Men, 
Mor Men the weak Anxieties of Age 
Some things are acted, others only told; — 
But what we hear, moves leſs than what we ſee: : 
4 = Spectators only have their Eyes to truſt. 
But Auditors muſt truſt their Ears and you; e wok! 
Fe there arc things improper eee 
= Which Men of Jocks nt only will relate. 
5 Ades muſt not ee her Murdering Knite, | 
1 1 ſpill her LORIE Blood upon debe 


5 ² ˙R TI . oF Ya eee 2 


Nor 


Nor eu- cher bis „ 
Cadmus's aud P 


Never preſume to make a God appear, Jo bu”) 
But for a Buſinefs — of a God, 12019 
And in one Scene no more than three mould . 

A Chorus ergy ſupply what 2 ume £11" 

And hath a generous and Manly Part; 1 20 Þ 
Bridles wild | age, loves rigid Honeſy, 970 el 55 3 7 


Agd ſtrict Obſervance of impartial Lawns, | 152g 67A Wo 


Sobriety, Security, and Peace, 


And begs the s ro turn blind 3 11 : N 1 
To raiſe the Wrerched, and pull down the *. _ 
But nothing mult be ſung 3 the AS, 


But what way conduces tò the Plot. * 3, bes 6 
Firſt the ſhrill Sound-of a ſmall tural Pipe, a nbd 171 
(Not loud like Trumpets, nor adorn'd ee) 
Was Entertainment for the re Stag non tc 2 
And pleas d the thin and baſhſul Audience. 4 
Of our well-meaning frugal Anceſtors. % 1. e 
But when our Walls and Limits were enlarg Rs 
And Men (grown wanton by Proſperity #00 i 
Stud ied new Arts of Luxury and Eaſe, . e 80 
The Verſe, the Muſick, and the Scenes improy'd ;- 
For how ſhould, Ignorance be judge of Wit. boy A 
Ot Men of Senſe applaud the Jeſts of Foce? Wiiaqnl 
Then came rich Cloths and ! Action in. 05 
Then Inſtruments were taught more moving R 
And Eloquence with all out. Pomp and RN 
Foretold as uſeful and ſententious Truths, 

As thoſe delivered by the'Delphick God: 
The firſt Tragedians found that ſerious Sle 


To grave for their uncultivated Age 1 8e 


And ſo brought wild and naked Satyrs ĩ in, 
0 Motion, WO" arſe * wete al a Fun 


. * . | 15 1 3 "1 4 
prepare, to » +9) * + 2 3 EO _Ss 
: — CEO REOIRRERS \ 
3 0 18 * dl 
( She toa 9 turn d he to a te 1 
3 ow 
And whatſoever contradicts my Senſe, - e 
L hate to ſee, and never can believe. i ax 2 
. 1 "> 7 * — 
Five Acts are the juſt Meaſure of a Play, W tee 
* be 5 


ft in © IVA 
4 dy ade 4 WOE >. 
* 2 tl 
5 . * 5 


97 "<9 100 

been 1 as 88 de eit ms „ 155 7007 
cauſe the mad ungovernable wi 2 * Were 3 

Full of Confiifion, and the Fumes of AV ine, 2116. 

Loy d ſuch Variety, and antick Tricßh ?: A. 

But then they did not Sede &fo. much, 54.4 

To make a Ged, à Hero, or-a' Po n 514 


Stripp d of his Golden Cron, obe) 141 
== to a Methanick Diale&, 10 12 FR 1; 308% 
ortoavoidiſich meanneſs "foaring cinghigh; FG 115 oy 65 
With empty Sound, and Air nne! | 
For Tragedy ſhould bluſh ee to 5 LAST 5 ww 

To the low "niniiniſcleBollics of à Fatce, blix 22/51 168 


Aa grave Matron would te dance with Git 


> You mult not think that a Satyrick Stile 1 55 


Allows of feandalous and brutiſh Wotds, 7 2 hh 
Or the confounding of your Characters. 
Begin with Truth, then give Invention beope, i 
- Rog if your Stile be natural and ſmooth, al 
All Men will try, and * to write as Well, 
And (nòt without much Pains) be ee vil 
So much good:Method and Connexion, may vo 
Improve the common, and the plaineſt T Things 42 
Asatyr, that comes ſtaring/from the Woods, — 
Maſt ner at Hirſt ſpeak lite an Orator ß 51 0 
But though A Aga ſnould not be tem itt 
It muſt nor be Obfcene and Impuderit ;7 5 1 "0116 


The bercer!{6rcabhors'Scurrility,) 7 V9 
And often cenſutes what the Rabble lies. ON 700 101 
Unpoliſh'd Verſes paſs with many Men, 0 
And Rems is u Indulgent in that Pint: 1 
But then, to write at a looſe rambling Rate, 
In hope the 3 will wink at all our f An 
Is ſuch a raſn, ill grounded Confiden ec, 
As Men may ed but will never praiſe. „„ 
Conſider wellithe Greek Originals, Canto Þ 
Read them by day,” andthink of « REG by Night: L 
But Plautus was admir'd in former time: fk 


With too much Patience eee to call it worſe > 45 


= 


— EY * . 4 
2 980 2 n — Se n — 


fan Fr ani. i Q 
9 SY 
1 © * "Pp "4 
er #818 
3 


10/7 
W 


17 


44 


Mi 


! 


hen Tbepſis firſt exposd the Fragick Maſe.- - 0 Ts 
ide rears Actors, and a Cort the _— 
RS haſt] Ns ſtain'd with {pkg of N 1 A 
| hed: heh hildren, and amus d the Crowd „ 
Elli (with Wann J ms | bo 50 90 
d built a Stage, found out Dan Dreſs Preſs, 
ought Vizards in, a civiler Diſguiſe7/ 14 
d taught Men how to ſpeak, and how to . 3 
xt Comedy appear d 2 n Applauſe, ; ins ob 
ill her licentious and abuſive Tongue 5 OY 
/akened the Magiſtrates coercive Power... W 
pd forc'd it to ſuppreſs her Inſolen ee. [var 
ur Writers have attempted every way, p 


d they deſerve our Praiſe, whole daring Maſe. 1 
iſdainꝰd to be beholden tothe Grell, 13 75 
nd found fit Subjects for her Verſe at home; He 
or ſhould we be leſs Famous for our Wit. 
han for the Force of our. victorious Arms; 8 . 2 
t that the Time and Care, that are reqpir 4 * 10 . 
> overlook, and file, and poliſh well,” waits XN: 
ight Poets from then neceſſary Toil. + ba we 
mocritus was ſo in love with Wit, -., jive 2. 407 nd 
d ſome Mens natural Impulſe to write, F a 1 | 
hat he deſpisd the help of Art and Rule, & 
nd thought none Poets till their ene were ea 5 
d this hath ſo intoxicated ſome, 3 1462 e e. 7 
85 to appęar incorrigibly Mad) : jt lu 00 

Cleanlineſs and Company. renounce; a nd rey BY. 
1 beyond the Cure of Art. I 
Vith a lon g Beard, and ten long dirty Nails, 
als currant 1 5 01 8 Livery. L en) 19 
my-unhappy Stars! if in the Spring SES 
dme Phyſick had not cut d me of the Spleen, 
lone would have writ with more ee * ; 
ut I am ſatisfied.to keep my Senſe, | 


ad * ſer ye Wake cha VE in OE 
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2 = li eee Ver le. 3 = Muſick 885 157 oy . "0 7 
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Ws Vet without writing, 


Teil what the Duty of a Poet iss 


Verein his V Vealch and Ornameat dont, y 

AS 8 75 bow he may be form d, and how imp rov'd; 9 
| f fit, what not, what excellent or il 

| od Judg gment is the Ground of V Vricing well : tru 

2 when Philoſophy directs your Choice, 7, 

To proper Subjects rightly . 


Who knows the Duty of all Ranks of Men, 1 
And what we owe to Country, Parents OP, "NY 
How Judges, and how Senators _— at, 1 


Words from your Pen will naturally 
He only gives the proper Characters, 


And what becomes a General to do; 
By the Original of Human Life. 


We meet with ſuc 


Greece had a Genius, Greece had El 
For her Ambition and her End was 


When he can ſubdividea Fraction. 


Can Souls, hrs their Parents from wet Birth, 
thus to Ruſt and Gain, 
Be capable of high and generous Thoughts? 


Have been dey 


70 which 1 ating 8 7 Cit: 4 
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